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Chairman’s Statement - Darren Brown
As can be seen from our somewhat comprehensive report of activity over the last year, the
BPACC experience has been one of perpetual motion, rather than perpetually just raising
motions. We have taken to the streets and gone about “getting out there”, where the people
actually are, in the High Street, shopping areas and car boot sales. We have protested at Town
Halls, met and pressed the flesh of councillors and the one MP who didn't run off. We have and
will continue to facilitate networks across our community and offer a lead by directly employing
the demonstration effect, inspiring confidence .
In a year with a fair spread of varying activity we have gained some fantastic supporters, affiliates
and built capacity in the spirit of solidarity, which has no bias of ideology other than a clear
message that we want to defend our community. Many hundreds of people receive our
newsletters - so many get in touch with ideas of new campaigns. The stories I have heard and
the people we have met and worked with already have been a great source of inspiration and
strength. There is nothing ordinary about us and demonstrates we can achieve more together if
we join in chorus to effect change.
We now have the confidence following the huge local demonstration on 30 November, that we
have the people's attention and their buy-in, to our agreeable argument. "Yes to investment in
communities and services and No to Austerity and the pessimism of managed decline!"
Our leaders govern by consent and we have our role to play between elections. We are the
opinion formers, “We are the society we want”.
We must continue to build our capacity and will remain open to new people joining our steering
group and building a well paced programme of work for the forthcoming year. My thanks go out
to a fine group of volunteers, who have come together from such a wide range of backgrounds
and offer their skills, time and passions to make BPACC effective and also great fun.

Treasurer’s Report - Steve A will
I am please to report a healthy working surplus of £351.86 after the first year of campaigning by
BPACC. An initial launch budget of £600 was quickly raised by individuals and member
organisations. A full range of banners, placards, printed materials, leaflets, petitions, hi-viz
jackets have been purchased and have been used on a regular basis and includes the hire of
rooms for public meetings. We have also been able to attend two national conference in London
called by the Coalition of Resistance to which BPACC is affiliated as the local campaigning
organisation. Total income raised by affiliations, donations, sale of badges was £1,330.23.
Expenditure has totalled £978.37. Surplus carried forward into 2012 is £351.86.
However, given the high level of activity by BPACC, the coming year will see the need for the
renewal of placards and banners plus a need to purchase hand-held megaphones to support
more local community actions. Immediately following this meeting BPACC will be contacting our
supporters seeking a further injection of funds for our second year of activity. I recommend that
affiliations rates remain unchanged. Further fundraising ideas will be considered in the coming
months to help grow the resources we have available for campaigning.

Media Report - Neil Duncan-Jordan
Establishing a new group on the public stage is not easy, but from the very first activity when
BPACC launched itself with a demo outside the recording of Radio 4's Any Questions at Poole
Grammar School with Eric Pickle's MP Secretary of State for Communities, we have managed to
attract a useful amount of media coverage.
Over the last year BPACC has issued 12 official statements, many of which have appeared in the
Bournemouth Echo and on their website, numerous radio interviews have also been given to
both BBC Radio Solent and Wave FM and TV coverage from Meridian and BBC has also been
secured. BPACC also has a useful website, and can be followed on Facebook and Twitter.
These are essential ways of communicating directly with our supporters and by-passing what can
sometimes be a hostile media. BPACC recognises that winning public opinion to our cause is
vital if we are to stop the government's attacks on public services and the welfare state.

Coali on of Resistance: Results and Prospects
‘It is me to organise a broad movement of ac ve resistance to the Con-Dem
government's budget inten ons. They plan the most savage spending cuts since the
1930s….’ Tony Benn August 2010
Following Tony Benn’s call – signed by many prominent ﬁgures - the founding conference of COR, a ended by 1200 plus, was
held in November 2010. Our ac vity since has centred on opposing the cuts and building support for an alterna ve strategy to
deal with the deep economic crisis we face.
The Coali on of Resistance was founded as “a broad united na onal campaign against cuts and priva sa on in our workplaces,
community and welfare services”. It is linked to no par cular poli cal party, but commi ed to open working in a non-sectarian
way with all organisa ons seeking to co-ordinate resistance; and is dedicated to supplemen ng, rather than supplan ng, trade
union, student, pensioner and community opposi on to austerity measures. CoR con nues to func on on that basis, seeking
to provide a na onal umbrella for a network of local and sectorial campaigns, and aspiring to support and facilitate new and
exis ng groups rather than directly determine their work. We are commi ed to developing our work with the whole range of
groups organising on the cuts locally and na onally on issues – pensions and pensioners, beneﬁts, health, housing, educa on,
disability, women, black people, LGBT people and students. Working with young people – par cularly hit by unemployment – is
a priority.

COR and the wider movement
Following the 50,000 strong NUS demonstra on in November 2010, which included a militant occupa on of the Tory party
headquarters in Millbank, the movement – in the broadest sense - was on an upward curve of struggle. That march was
followed by a series of unoﬃcial student and school marches and protests against the rise in fees and the ending of the
educa onal maintenance allowance. Our banner led a number of the student marches. Our Vice-Chair – then ULU President,
Clare Solomon - was the foremost defender of the Millbank students when they came under a ack by the media. She went on
Newsnight and gave Jeremy Paxman a run for his money.
In March 2011 the TUC organised a na onal march against the cuts. Prior to the event the COR secretary met with the TUC
assistant General Secretary and others to discuss coopera on in building the march. 100,000 leaﬂets were produced by COR
and distributed to build the demonstra on. The ‘March for the Alterna ve’ was the largest trade union march of all me,
drawing an es mated 500,000 onto the streets and COR’s organised presence was evident throughout the length and breadth
of the march, consolidated by the distribu on of 25,000 broadsheets. COR’s 5,000 placards became synonymous across print
and broadcast media with the spirit of protest on that day. COR’s goal, during this important stage of struggle, has been to build
support for and broaden the movement itself.
Following this great success, there was discussion within the movement about the most eﬀec ve ways to build on the exis ng
achievements, leading to co-ordinated ac on by public sector trades unions in defence of their pension rights. COR provided
strong support for these ini a ves, producing further broadsheets especially for both the June 30 and November 30 strike
days. Altogether we have printed four edi ons of the broadsheets, totalling over 50,000 copies, and more than 15,000 COR/NO
CUTS placards. These placards have become emblema c of the movement as a whole. For example, the backdrop to the
Newsnight discussion of the strike on November 30th was our banner and it is rare to ﬁnd a photo of any of the demonstra ons
in 2011 that does not feature our placards. We have presented a clear an -cuts message which has been eﬀec ve and is
universally recognisable in the simple ‘NO CUTS’ slogan. This has been done with minimal ﬁnancial resources.
There have also been an important series of building workers’ strikes and COR has supported and par cipated throughout.
We have built strong links with the trades unions and other campaigning organisa ons. We have ini ated two mee ngs with
the TUC, prior to March 26th and following the June 30th strikes. UCU is aﬃliated to COR and we have good working links with
Unite, PCS, NUT, NUJ and CWU among others. Both Unite and CWU helped fund our ‘Europe Against Austerity’ conference.
Unite have also helped with ﬁnance for placards and the prin ng of our March 26th broadsheet. Our recent mee ng with the
People’s Charter was chaired by the Unite NEC member from our steering commi ee. Altogether we have 92 aﬃliated
organisa ons of which 42 are from the trades unions, and in 2011 the Green Party, at their autumn conference, decided with
enthusiasm to aﬃliate.
We have managed to expand our geographical reach including holding a range of successful local mee ngs across the country:
in Doncaster we held the largest public mee ng since the miners’ strike; in Milton Keynes where 300 par cipated. This has
facilitated the distribu on of many thousands of COR placards and broadsheets across Britain for the November 30th strike day.
N30 cons tuted our broadest geographical reach to date.
Andrew Burgin
COR Secretary
February 2012

CAMPAIGN ACTIONS ORGANISED BY BPACC DURING 2011
BPACC - Council Cuts Protest

At a noisy, placard-waving rally outside Poole’s Civic Centre, the Bournemouth and Poole Anti-Cuts Coalition urged
councillors to resign and seek re-election before passing on any cuts from central government.
The group which now boasts 200 members, has been staging demos for the last few months and members picketed
Communities Minister Eric Pickles when he attended Any Questions at Poole Grammar School. They also protested
outside Bournemouth Council’s last full meeting.
BPACC press officer Neil Duncan-Jordan said: “The role of local government is to stand up to central government.
“Councillors of every shade should be resigning and standing again for election. Then at least the public will know
what they are getting.”

BPACC - Defence of the NHS Poole

Hundreds of vocal protester marched thought Poole Town Centre to Poole Quay on 16th April in opposition to the
governments NHS reform proposals. This latest action organised by BPACC was cheered and applauded through
the street and Quay by Saturday shoppers and tourists alike.
The rally, opposing plans to hand over the NHS to private providers was addressed by Steve Warwick (Unison), Paul
Mackney (Vice Chair Coalition of Resistance and Helen Thomas (BPACC). An on-line petition in Defence of the NHS
for residence of Bournemouth & Poole is about to be launched to pressurise local authorities to lobby government
against the NHS cuts

BPACC - Benefits Cuts Protest

BPACC gather over benefit cuts in National Day of Protest — 15th April 2011
PLACARD-waving BPACC members made their feelings known about benefit cuts at a rally in Poole on Thursday.
Around a dozen protestors gathered outside the Job Centre in Dear Hay Lane in a bid to get their message across.
Members of the Bournemouth and Poole Anti Cuts Coalition took part in a National Day of Protest against government reforms to welfare for the disabled and unemployed.
Protester Helen Thomas from Poole, who has MS, bore a placard stating, “You can take by benefits if you take my
disease”.

BPACC - Chancellors Budget Vigil

BPACC members held a candle light vigil in Bournemouth Square following the Chancellors Budget in protest
The Budget proved we are not all in this together, but a millionaires budget by a millionaire government.

BPACC - MP gets cold feet over NHS petition

Poole MP, Robert Syms, has pulled out of a meeting with members of the Bournemouth and Poole Anti Cuts Coalition (BPACC) with less than 24 hours notice and no explanation.
Members of the group had arranged to present a 400,000-strong petition opposing the NHS reforms to Mr Syms at
4pm this afternoon at his constituency office, but his staff have cancelled the meeting without giving any reason for
the change.
Darren Brown, BPACC chair said: “I thought the government and its MPs were supposed to be listening to the public, but it’s very difficult to listen to what people have to say if you won’t even meet them. I worry that Mr Syms will
say he’s had no-one express any concern about the government’s plans for the NHS - when in fact he has avoided
talking to anyone. It seems like a case of don’t ask the question if you’re not going to like the answer. He and the
other local MPs need to get off the fence and tell the public whether they support the changes to the NHS or not. We
have a right to know.”
BPACC members are now seeking to contact Mr Syms for an alternative date when the petition can be presented.

BPACC - Lobby of Liberal Democrat MP

Members of the Bournemouth and Poole Anti Cuts Coalition (BPACC) lobbied Annette Brooke MP at her surgery
over the government’s plans for the NHS.
Campaigners will hand a 400,000-strong petition over to the Liberal Democrat MP; calling on the government not to
break up the health service and hand it to private healthcare companies, to listen to the real experts - doctors, nurses and patients.
The event is part of a nationwide campaign organised by 38 Degrees - a group which has already run a number of
successful campaigns opposed to government policies.
Darren Brown, BPACC chair said: “This is the first time that the local Liberal Democrat MP has been asked to say
whether or not she supports what the government is doing to the NHS. This petition sends a very clear message that
the public value the health service and don’t want to see it handed over to private companies who will end up putting
profits before patients”.

BPACC - Celebrate 63rd Birthday of the NHS

Bournemouth and Poole Anti Cuts Coalition (BPACC) held a celebratory protest outside Poole Hospital
Campaigners fear that despite the government’s “listening exercise” and resulting cosmetic changes to the NHS Bill,
the government’s privatisation plans are still on track. Their message to the general public is “If you want the NHS to
live to see 64 - make a stand for the health service by asking your MP to oppose the Health and Social Care Bill”.
Darren Brown, BPACC chair said: “Without any action, the government’s “birthday present” to the NHS will be more
and more cuts leading to job losses, reduced clinical services and rising waiting times. Allowing the private sector to
take over our health service will mean the better off jumping the queue whilst most of us will have to suffer. The local
MPs claim that the public support the changes to the NHS - but I think they’re living in a Westminster bubble. They
need to get out and talk to ordinary people on the street, in the school playground and in the pub to really find out
what we think. The NHS is popular and we must not allow the government destroy it.”

BPACC - Support Public Sector workers strike

BPACC and UK Uncut members joined hundreds of public sector workers during their joint day of action against pension cuts in the Bournemouth & Poole area. Campaigners against the cuts attended union members at Poole Job
Centre, Poole Crown Offices, Poole Civic Centre, Bournemouth University Main Campus, Bournemouth University
Lansdowne, Bournemouth Job Centre and the Revenue Offices.
BPACC Chairman Darren Brown observed “Its not that public sector pensions are so generous its just that private
sector pension are so bad unless you are in the Board Room. Its one rule for them and another rule for us. We are
not all in this together”.

BPACC - MPs let down public over NHS vote

Bournemouth and Poole’s three Conservative MPs were criticised by local anti-cuts campaigners for voting in favour
of the controversial Health and Social Care Bill.
As the MPs were voting, around 50 members of the Bournemouth and Poole Anti-Cuts Coalition (BPACC) gathered
for a candlelit vigil outside Poole hospital on Wednesday 7th September. They were joined by local councillors,
health professionals, patients and students.
Organiser Darren Brown said: “The support from the public has been tremendous. Everyone uses the NHS at some
point in their lives - and they realise that if the private sector are allowed to take it over, we’ll have a system where
only the rich can afford to get treatment. The three MPs that voted last night in support of privatisation, longer waiting
times, poorer treatment and a break-up of the NHS have let down local people. We’ll keep campaigning to stop the
plans.”

BPACC - Hardest Hit Public Meeting

BPACC campaigners held a public meeting on Saturday October 20 to discuss the impact that public spending cuts
are having on some of the most vulnerable members of our society.
The event was part of a nationwide campaign and protest taking place on that day known as the Hardest Hit - which
focused on issues such as changes to the disability living allowance and the closure of day care centres for people
with learning disabilities.
The meeting which was organised by the Bournemouth and Poole Anti Cuts Coalition (BPACC) took place at
Bournemouth Library. Speakers include representatives from Bournemouth People First, BPACC, Unison and Unite
the Union.
Darren Brown, BPACC chair said: “Lots of evidence is beginning to emerge that those who are paying the highest
price for the government’s spending cuts are those who are least able to afford it. People with long-term disabilities,
pensioners, the unemployed and children are seeing their benefits and services under attack - when MPs and bankers still seem to be doing alright. It simply isn’t fair to ask those who are already struggling to pay the highest price.”

BPACC - Solidarity with the NHS

BPACC held a vigil for the NHS at Poole General Hospital, Longfleet Road, Poole, Dorset BH15 2JB.
This was part of a nation wide day of protest against the government proposed reforms passing through the House
of Commons and as a community expression of support for the NHS and its staff promoted by the TUC.
The vigil was also supported by Unison and Unite the Union locally.

BPACC - November 30th “Fair Pensions for All”

BPACC members played a central role in the organisation, mobilisation and co-ordination of unions leading up to
the November 30 National Day of Action in defence of “Fair Pensions for All”. The Bournemouth & Poole strike and
demonstration across the public sector was the biggest in living memory in the area. Estimates of those attending
the protest went as high 1,500, with over 500 attending a rally in the Royal Bath Hotel following the march through
the centre of Bournemouth. See videos of event on BPACC web-site: www.bpacc.net

BPACC - STREET STALL & CAR BOOT SALES
ACROSS BOURNEMOUTH & POOLE

Including
Poole Dolphin Centre, Broadstone, Hamworthy, Kinson
Boscombe, Canford Park and Poole Stadium

BPACC - Supporting national on-line petitions
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

DVLA “stop the closures” - Proposed closure of local oﬃcer with the loss of 60 jobs
Your Majesty, please withhold Royal Consent from the Welfare Reform Bill
BPACC — Save our NHS, pe on to local councils
38 Degrees – NHS Pe on
38 Degrees – Keep our Forest’s and Na onal Parks public pe on
Osborne: Stop the RBS Fat Cats - h p://www.avaaz.org/en/stop_rbs_bonuses_a/?fdiDcbb&pv=19
Stop and review the cuts to beneﬁts and services which are falling dispropor onately on disabled people, their carers
and families h ps://submissions.epe ons.direct.gov.uk/pe ons/20968
Drop the health Bill h p://epe ons.direct.gov.uk/pe ons/22670
Reinstate the fuel duty rebate for coach opera ng companies h p://epe ons.direct.gov.uk/pe ons/15235
The broken of Britain pe on
Public & Private Pension Increases - change from RPI to CPI h p://epe ons.direct.gov.uk/pe ons/1535
Save students EMA allowance

Campaigns
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Drop the Bill h p://www.dropthebill.com/
Your rights at work worth ﬁgh ng for h p://www.unionstogether.org.uk/page/s/worth-ﬁgh ng-for
Public & Private Pension Increases - change from RPI to CPI h p://epe ons.direct.gov.uk/pe ons/1535
A Rolling Fes ve Phone-in to ATOS 'Healthcare’
Get Plymouth City Council to Re-Recognise Unison
38 Degrees | Email your MP about Murdoch
Keep Russell Cotes Free
Local town councillor elec ons and the BPACC pledge to not vote for public service cuts

BPACC 2011 FINANCE

